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CITY'S SAME OAME WITH BARLY MAIL
By Herbert ?• Dixon

When some of Miaul f e early * « t t i e r s walked Into the

p a l a t i a l new federal building to get the f i r s t mall aerrlee

through bright modern f ixtures aet in marble paneling,

they recal led the early day mail aerrloe of 1890 and the

•tory of how th is c i ty got l t a name.

Miami at f i r s t was located where North Miami now stands.

There l lred In that r i c i n i t y four fanatra whose f i r s t nanss

were Jim. J in Palmer, # iose old farn la now the Midway

dairy, Jim Porter, Jim Newman and Jim Moore.

There was a raoetraek there , where f a s t harses could

be tr ied any time, and frequently there were holiday gather-

ing* aafi roal raoes on the track.

KNOWN AS "JMTOWN"

The Qonounlty waa known as "Jlmtown" because of the

four Jims, and was a widely known and popular stopping place

for travelers going between the rail head at Baxter Springs,

Kas*, and Ylnlta, and points southwest. The town of Ulaml

did not then exist*

But there was mall fox the families of Jlmtown and

other scattered ranches in what is now Ottawa county, and

a distribution point closer than Baxter Springs was needed.
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So I t was that In 1890 J^ L. V. Suruners, than ^uapaw

Indian agent located two and one-half miles west of Seneoa,

made an agreement viith Palmer s t Jiratown to drive across

the pra i r ie to Baxter Springs fOT the mail twice a week.

Summers was then the sole representative of the government

in this area and made the raail arrangements.

JJB9T FOR Hftl££ B3&AH

"We ahould have a name for the new postoffice here,"

Summers told .'almsr, and the two of them began thinking

of what the new mail dis t r ibut ion point should be called.

Phey never seriously considered Jiatown as & name, although

that was generally used to designate the eon unity in vrhieh-

PaL-vr lived.

finally ounraers suggested that the nê r town be named

"Miami'' in honor of Jim Palmer's wife*, who i s one of the

few aurviv. i'; oember£ of the Mami t;ribe of Indians. A* •

Indian agent, Summers -.vas anxious ta have ua many ot the

ladiaa t r i ba l naaes as possible preserved as to#naite

names*

iiO ULAM1 Â,«S mrO 3inll«}

ana so .d.ami aaiae to be, and Jim Palmer began n&king

twioe-a~w«ek t r ips to Baxter opringB for mail in a two-

wheel#d rig*
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He wae banded the "Miami" mail aeok on the f i r s t t r i p

by Colonel ilaroh at Jaxter . p r i n t s , postmaster there for

years In the early daya. Ranchers went to "p.lmer's houee

^for their mail.

But s t i l l ^laxni aes three miles north of I t s present

s i t e and stayed there for more th&n a yeer.

if'inally a tovinsite company was org?miaed with "ol# D«*C.

Lykina as president, and the wor'< of promoting a t ^ n whtra

Miami now 3tands on the l>anV:s of the ^aosho river was begun.

First lota were §Jbld in 1891. ' »

0. J . Nichols, superintendent o" the towns!te company,

began receiving lo t s of mall from pr-^s -eotlve buyers and

he drove out to Jim Calmer'3 house twice a week to $et the

mail.

LASTING !.n2/.0nlAL TO TRIBE

The si tuation finally became such th».t the tovrnaite

company and i t s members wore reoeiTing about 95 percent of

the na i l and Nichols one day offered to rel ieve F«lmer o£

hie twice-a-week t r ip and go to Barter Springs for the

mail himself. Palmer agreed, although there was nerer any

formal order for ohenge in iaall custodians, and Niohole /

began going for the mail, taking I t to the townaite, where

ranchero came far the mai l .

******** > **

Undated c l ipp ing furniehed by A i m E« Hendereon.


