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BAEKGﬁOUND OF INFORMANT: - . |

"

. Mns. Rdse Carver was born in 1885 and lives 1n the Peoria

Oomn\lunlty, Ottawa Cournty, Oklahoma. She came to Indian Terri-
tory\}n 183 from Indiana, original reservation of’ the Miami
Inddans. She is well /informed on the history of h¢r tribe and
their present day act'v1t1es. She attended Quapaw Indian

M1s31dn School which was destroyed by cyclone in 1916

ans and some of the council memﬁ

Principal

ers still

live in: In&iana and ome “tribal affairs are still conducted there.
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: (, g S Rose Ci%ver, Miami 4(; ) .
U : S Inte;yiewed by:' J. W. Tyner 9-9- 6%

t | - . Trangcribed by: Monette Coombes
o (Today I am isitingewith Rose Caféer,an,BByearoldMiami Indian of

\ Peoria, Ok ahoma ' Mrs. Carver eéne to Indian territory/in 1893 fr
.&‘/
her nativ home in Indiana. ?h; tells many things reg#rding her tribe,

|
\ their removal to Oklahoma, afd her observations and réoollections o

a ) ‘ , , | ,
| Indian’life.) :

a . .
"\ (Ju}e, the Miami's weré from Indiana. Is'that rtéht?) h \
| : ‘

b , / R )
THE MIAMI TRIBE CAME//RDM INDIANA : / , i

7 k/
\7hey was from Indi/na, along the Ohio River. xé; see, this money that

they kre talking about paz}ng us, was the money ‘the - government bought .

/
/
'

/// from them, 1 éen 't tell you just what year, ut I know' the years the

/

/
treaty--I have been taught by my mother thé treaty that was written by

my grandnother and her father the Chief, /in 1854. She helped to write
‘ ¥ , . >
it. All right it's land that the government bought off of them at ten

Cents§K10¢) an acre, 80 thht '1s what "eyfgre'payiné’us-for.J ”

(Do yoﬁ have any idea about when th Miami s moved from Indiana to

Indian Territory?) .

Yell, I got no pagér records, bht I don t forget anything. The govern-
P \

ment said--ybu ke ow-they 1ande7/up here: by Kansas City’
) P
/ ,

/

Well, the white peop\e crowded them so close, coming in 'so close, part

of them decided they cndn'/é vant to stay there. So that was 1840. Well~—

on ground there on Neosho river and I/ddn't know how far east it comes

east of Miami and how.far south it goes, how far north it goes, but
s N
anyway, that' s where fhey put 'em. { Well .the government never deeded

them that till 1844 I don t knoﬁ just exactly, see there s two_parts

of them., There was a part stayed in Indiana, uh, aroundtPeru, fndiana >

and as far as Wabash, Huntington, Fort Wayne. and clean on in to Ohio.
[ cu ] ! t
”’ . -1- o - l“\ “ . Y \



& this--the band thaq 1 m with or the band that y/mot r growed up wi#h
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I don't know how er along the Ohio river, but the band--I 11 say like
/

-~

— .eﬂ,* — - o

they was just two miles from Peru, Indiana on the Wabafh River bottOT 4
8

It was a-very small place. Well, it ‘didn't take very long till it w
- N . l - ' '
getting pretty much fdf’that little place.. Of course they divided
. ’ : N ' .
them and brought them down here to Kansas City. But I don't know how ‘

many of '‘em tome nor nothing at tall abo#t it, but that s where Miami

\

gets her name of the Miami. Indians. Sq/they divided 'em called the
J

Ead

JWNestern Mlami s and the Eastern. / -
/ |
(Even though they are 'right’'close together here?)
.Why sure. » /

(Whet form of government did the/ﬁiami's have when they firgt‘

hereé\ Did they--?) ~ v . qé/
Well, I can't tell you ve i much about this western bunch b/ ause mama

/
/

~ down around Ch locco. His kids went to schdol there, " bo&s'did. But

for the Ihdians.

SEVERAL SMALL TRIBES\LIVE IN ONE COMMUNITY IN ‘'OKLAHOMA

(Well, now there are necae, and Peorias and/Wyandotte s also in/this

area. Is that right?),
\
» } . . .
Yeowquyh-huh. Well, the eneca Indians go south--go that way south,

\

(And each of them have their own community and--)

The Peori? s is next to the‘Quapaw here that's on north of us hete.

,bh yeow. Well there's not very many of the Peorias lefy. I think I ,

Peorias; about nine hundred of them left. There a
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_ Miami's there are not many full-bloods left. I don't suppose there's

y

very many of ‘em. And I don t think there's very many Western Miami's.

 Oh yes, if they “take 'em down to the sixth’ generation “and aII‘like‘thif,‘”“"*

\,\ they would be quite a few, but then the govermment @on t take 'em that

\ far dowm. , ._ \\ ’ )
\ '(But‘the various 1itt1e tribés up in here all tetained their identity?)
Ohuyeow.’ | " ‘
'\ (They all have their own meeting places?)
"E Oh‘yebw. Néw over here if you go to Quapaw, you go dowm hére and cross

the bridge’at'the Baptist Church an& turn and go out that way on the new

-

- road that's up toward that building. They's a nice little Baptist Church
there which the Quapaw s the govermment fixed for them. It's very nice.
(Now that s a Quapaw sett ement there isn't it?)

Yeow. That's a Quapaw sett%ement.— I think a man by the hahe of Teale-
he's a Cherokee Indian too. ‘I seen where he's gdiné to Miq@irto'take
2p some‘kindcof'Wprh, I don't know. He's been their Pastoﬁ‘there.
(Whutﬂwas this country like when you first came'héte if yoh remeﬂbgt.)

miWell{ it was -pretty rough.‘ Anh_thia was, a new mthing town. i guéZQ ‘
it was here about seven yeérs wheh ?e first come,gere. It’haq,booméd

i qgite & bit. It was prett& roﬁgh.
kth{t would‘be datiﬁg from 1893 you ;ay?) ‘ | ‘ ' o

, Yeogl

~ (What was the mining activity here?)
Well, yhu know across. the river\it's Jacks and lead ;nd silicate. ’Mostly
silicate. " There wasn't much lead. Now my, husband said he thought they
was lead in hére because 1t was on the s ground across the river, only

" this 1s in the hilly patt of Oklahoma and, there would be just as much

¥

Were; but it would cost so much to go af er‘it. So my husband felt like

he couldq'f afford it.

2
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(As a while did Indian men ge.in for mining aleo?)
No they.didn't,

-4

.

(I've often wondered if they thought much about going underground that—— -
way.) -

I think ngw these here go on down across and away from this Peoria

districﬁ. The. Peorid district all white
1

lives here.

people now, there is no Indi?ns
_that way.

Me and/my family 1s the only pure Indians.

You can go on
Ve
You go down in the Shawmee's--they's quite a few Shawnee's..
o ‘

\

] \

They tend their own farms and some don'te Then you go on in to Wyandotte
reservation. . ; '

’

There's quite a few Wyandotte's in there. They got good
/ .
homes and'makrng it very well

And I don't know gbout the Seneca's.
) <
I don't know’much about them.
\\-

4

1 . ) .
VERY FEW FULL-BLOOD INDIANS AMONG THE SMALL TRIBES

4
+

And Ottawa's, they's not many full-blooded Ottawa's anymore, I don't

\
’

e |
\think. I think they was an estimation in the paper about 900 of them '
. when they was coming up for money from the government about a year ago.

" But Iﬁknow I went to school with quite e/few Ottawa e here _they was

\
like Miami's and Peoria s} they's n

of/many fuil- bloods living. They
justuain t any.

That's wh t our’peOple said back in Indians when we
went back to Indiana in '6 .

C
My cousin is a secretary there.

She said,
"Rpsie"--said "If the govetnment don't pay us pretty soon--" said, “%hey

ain't gonna be many even half-breeds to pay." "Because", she said

y "They-
married the Germans, thgyknséiens and all them peOple that comes here
and they ain't gonna be many full-bloods."

Well, that g--that' s,been
done wi;h a long time ago with the full-bloods part' just not many.
; .

.
(Well, were the Indians allorted land when the§ were moved down here
as individuals or was all tribal holdings?

Did they have a reservation?)
They: had a reservation.

P

(And within the reservation they--each Indian didn't.own so many acres
then?) K
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Well yes.. Yes they did. Because I heard them talking &n the history

of the Miami Indians at one time. .They had one _man, he was pretty much

’ldf'a warrior in that déy and time‘ espectaity’fron 1812 on to '54, He

hhd quite a family.‘ He had ten sectigns of land under his control. For
a full-bljod then td ‘look at his pictures that I saw, 1 don' t "know. . He -
would scare you to death a coming down the road if you was c0ming down
nar* Everbody would be scared to -gpeak. They wouldn t b; on the:e.
(What vas his name ?) i

Well, 1et me tell you now--I ve got to tell you in Indian because--

;fhis namé was Wa pan go. U ) ) ~ -
(Wa pan g6.) - \ E : - | N
He was quite a warrinr. .' N 7 - : -
(And\he owned ten seqtionf of 1and ) 0‘
His family and him owned ten sections of land.
(Well no, that 8 unusualT The Miami* s and the other near-by sldes ot
that first céme here, weré they farmetq or were .they hunters’)
Well, I th:lnk a little bic& of both. | K /T;

|
1

L

,They could farm. I don' t auppose now in Miami county. I am talking

:about here bec use this is where I was raised until I was’ thirteen years

old and that ] what I know about. Quite a few-TI reckon they was just

like white people. Say for Instance takL you and me, our families,

we've all got h “Well it was a cinch what addy does at that day

t t

nnd time, the bo ds gonna do. They ;e gonna stretch out and they are

\

gonna take up gov t land and stay og it for five years and then

l

get a deed to it. -I suppose that is the ay they did--the white peOple

’ \
* did, that stayed ha e and I have an idea hat is the way that the Indians

if they wanted to, &ould work and do such‘as that. But it was. just like
& .

1: is today, you knor we've got lots of 1 dians of today that don't care for
/

nothing only a car aTd the m7 Yy to go to thesekiyords not clear)--'
B . .

ta
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And’ the house is still standing here.

INCIDENI OF GOVERNMENT AGENTS TAKING “TWO GIRLS OFF TO SCHDOL . /( v

~

So somebody knocked on the door, my uncle was a Peoria, and he said,

"Will answer that." So my daddy got up and went. to the door and lo and
_behold it was the superintendent of the Quapaw Nation--two soldiers and.

a hack driver Said ;We 've been-informed by  the. givernment“--this
governmeht man said the superintendent of QChoola said--"We've been
informed that you' ve got girls here’ that needs to be in school," S
Courae it kinda dumb found d my dad and he said, "Well, now I- have two
Iittle girls and Ehey need |to be in school, but . I didn't thﬂgk it was

any conbern qf the governmé t." He said it _never was where I come from
“and they went to,school evér~day.' Well, we never got to finish our

dimmer. They picked\us-up and took us off Now that's the way it was a

,long time ago. Even if you was any Indian at q§11 you didn t even havé to’

’

ter/hﬁd blue eyes, blond hair. Well“it was

be a fu11 blood. Well mp-sister was a biond and I was a dark brown haired ;'
girl ‘had dark eyes; my ail

pretty hard .to make them’ I+dian kids where we was go ng to school think
we was Indians. Well the$ would sai 1 don t knoﬁ\az::t ROSe and Myrtle,—»

you look like Indian, but she don't, she's white.’ there you-was;.~

% .-

"féweli ' that goes with tots of 'em you‘know. There lots of pedple--well I've .
/ . .

saw German and Irish mixed with a whole lot darker complexion that I am.
S ,
(not" clear)--I never had no opportunity .to go back never thought anything

- like that woutd cone up. Well I hadn t ever--my mother -had been dead

ever since '33 and there wasn't much talk of anything and you know I ve
forgot more than I' remember. Because it's ever day talk is.something :
. else. Indiap kids grow up with that on their minds.

(Your motheraspoke her native 1anguage7)

»

e Yes, she did " She was a half breed Miami and.a half breed French. Her R

+

father was a full-blooded_Canadian French.‘,He wa%-a merchant.

T . ‘o ———— . ' ’ “i
« .

’

-
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CHURCHES AND EDUCATION '\

T

(Whaj were your early churc 8 here like? Did t Indians build their

*

. {
. A
“an, R - . ¢

hurches or--) 7

No, they didn t have mind enough I 11 tell you. aomparing'the schools
8

that they have to go with here, the government schools, the Wyandotts 8, .
the Quépaw Mission over here, was the way then, they took the kids as’

quick as they was-big enough to feed theirself because I think their
1
iparents wasn't reliable enough to take care of. them Maybe~their mother

~

. was a yery dirty squaw Indian and maybe their~man wasn t worth killin .

’Well, of‘course they are rup by the agent. The agent, at the time wesAn
‘. . . . . . . [ !
. come here whs Goldherg. ' ST ! ‘

-

(Now the original Quapaw Missxon, that was the one that was’ east-e)

[

Blowed away.

» . ) '- , - _‘
(Yes. Destroyed. That was east-of Quapaw?)
| ‘

v .
.
1 ., . . . . -~
.

Yeow' " .

(And it kept ‘nd hoa;qed a_t_he In'dian children. there ' for - education.) ,

>

L~ 4 14

Yeow. We stayed there and come home ever six weeks._ - If you didn t have
any way to come home you just stayed there and they clothed and fed you.

)
(Then the Indian school at Wyandotte, they take care of all of~the area
S
1“ there) ' » '\)"‘ 3‘ Qo. . LN

[} . -
\ . - . . - ‘ N >
1 N ‘h l . "J

Well, some tells me now, that they don t take care of all of. thém. '1:
- *

don't think {t's run by the government., It s run nere so by the stateu .

the way.I"understand'it. 1f you are able to pay. $250 GO tuition a ydar, -

all right, they will educate you and I guess. they are doing a good jpb ‘

. what I hear about it. But I dog t think they take--well 1 don t know

that is what I have been told no_one under half-breed. A quarter like

*

that down to a sixteenth well they don't go much. You Just had to be
a sixteenth Indian blood to go when 1 went to school. “But I don t see

\
why that the Indians hated to put-their children in school for the
+ “ : N -
\ ’ . ‘

.
. \
.

<

N




"but anyway it quit. -But It was run by white people like I guess,peOple )

[N
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_government give them a’ good opportunity to be somebody and learn to,

‘Abe sdmebody if they would do it, gust like they arertoday going to

‘1 ’ - ¢

white schools. - jf L . , ~,~ L '
(Well, could it‘have*been that the older folks mesented the white ’
man.coming in and taking over?) . T Tt . '..\M .

\ .

1 think so. IF I 'understand what I been told,” you 'see.my mo her was
. a half-breed, French and Indian‘and she never had no'opportﬁnﬁty to

’ . / _ o, - i . ) . .
go_to school--they‘just di n't have aﬁy schools in Indians.._ f course

it was a territory then and I don t knov what - year(lndiana bec:

- Kl

state. 1f1 formerly of knowed why I've,forgottén more than I 'an

" . remember. But it is Just 11ke.any that s a territory-—ever stat\
ot N

‘territory until-it becomes a‘state as far as that' s concerned ﬂut I

don t know myself I've not go no 1dea or nothing We saw a Church

. House (not clear) and I don t knqw, I' guess the pe0p1e pay the teacher--

(Well, now let's see of the ‘older schools around--1 imagine some of . .
. . v \ ' * ‘ .

them were'probablytsubséription schools too?)

4 e B
. . ! f . . . . . _—
. Well I have an idea. Yes., Ce \ _ ) k e
: 0 - ! Ve . .
«(Let"! s see, what were: some. of those that’ were around here7) Sy

o | ! K
Well, now between (statnc on- tape)--and the building may be standing;

-

maybe a dwelling house between Miamj and Quapaw. There s -a school called--

7
let' '8 see now what qhey called that?. Oh I:don't know what year it stopped,

.

in the distrlct hired the teachers. But 1t was a pretty good school.

But -I don t think they was very many Indians kids--oh the %erry s might

have sent their kids there because they had land all around R .

(I've read in the. paper where they sﬁill*have their Indian meetings

and Thanksgiving observances )

~

&es, I think they said the Ottawa's had some kind of a gathering there

A - s

'last week-end--Saturday and.Sundays 1+ didn' t‘go in to theu-one of my .

a : . -
v I 4 : - *

x
neighbors  did though. Ve ‘ - ~
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'we know 1t?) -
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N

(A*} right that is yonderful they keep up those--)
Well I think they’ have a place in Miami that they teach art and stuff,h

all these Quapaw s, and I guess - the Shawnees if they want to come in

" . and be with them in something, I don't. know. Because 1 don't see too
. ' L ‘

| ‘good and don't get around much very good on account of arthritis. 1

4 .

‘ never have took any part in it. . . o 3

INDIAN. MEDICINE AND nocroh.mc . oL !

(Do the Indians up in this area, practice\using home-made medicine as

' . Well, now I think down here|at Wyandq@te‘phere's an Indian Doctor at

[

’

}

that school in Western Oklah (static), because there is no .cure for

-

'!arthritis. Oh I realize (stdeic)--. When we come out west her mother

)

died, I don;t know what yOu r memher about it‘anyway they doctored her.._
T know a lady (not clear)--gra dma (not clear)--come over and we always-.
called her Aunt Polly. Welf‘wh n she found out 'we was coming west;-it

vas. on Saturday, she walked abo'

two miles. She had an on flour sack.

You know flour used ‘to come in‘a ack and she had about that much and

they were for and she said "I bro ht these thingsr want you to.take

h

Vem," 1 don‘t suppose my mother eve took ‘em but {not clear)--when we

come east because Aunt Polly was her octor and she dig these herbs and
things. Well that s done aWay withs t! t is around here
these here quarter breeds and sixteenth

’ why they ain t got no use for

any of these, ahy they don t-even vant to be introduced as aﬁ Indian. You
9,

. say, -how here s an Indian boy and they wil tell you- no, I m not. No.

(Well the study,of Indian medﬁpine and_ned cinal material is really
s

b

Indian medicine before

facipating. I have been reading some hooks

there were even any white doctors.)

. .
’

oause youotake !

A
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!
'about this dope. that they se11 they said\_ﬁMama, 1 bet you if granny ‘1

~

/o ¢ V)
was hete she could rell you what some of that dope is." -And I said, Q "Now: ’

{
she'wouldn t." //he wouldn t know nothing about it people wasn t like‘
theygaregz//{/tdey didn(ﬂ know enough to find out about such things as

that. That don't even represent what they used." Now I used to- know :
. . s * ' , . [ ' " ' »':’\
-what medicine she used was and all such as, that, but it's'been quite a . 1

while. I don't know ‘what whether I could pu11 up a weed ‘and use it safely , ):
or not. Used to, ever time you_would‘have a feveg or something they ‘just

l‘went and got. some weeds and made some)tea. Well, they did pretty good

t N 4 ' ‘e
accotdin' to what you do with Docgors medicine. Well, sometimes you got

up'and got around and was all right. .Sometimes you‘didn't.’ Our generation
generated back a hundred years’and'méybe more than that«thought’sbout such |

.things. ‘They didn't have no other association or no other thing to draw’

their attention to their wind. They had people that you couldn't 1earn

[ v

nothing just like we got people that's educated and they‘gfa t even apprecxate

it. Like education they got and try to mahg»good out of it, We had)Indians

at that day~and time that rwas just 1ike 'they are. And some picked itlup

\
and wanted .to be' somebbdy; -1 dop't know as they wanted to be theaWhite

' .

man, but'they ssnted to be somebody, nd they did

'OLDER SISTER ADMITS HER INDIAN LIM.AGE e Y

(No, basically the Indian wants to\keep his identity )

, . | . '
" Oh- yes A Afoj‘ \ C :

’

(Or if he is part Indian he wants t keep his indentity that be is Indian.

~

My sister she didn t have any part as Indian. - ;', g ‘ -

i
q .
v

(Well.) ) | . ', - . . ‘ s . \‘
Now she has (not ciear).k Now after (not clear).t She is the“oldest one. ‘
‘ofIthe two. . There is two boys, lives here;land she lives in Qnapav. Then
$he come .a holdin' dndeshe never.did have;no,hse for it, she said, "Oh
Aunt:Rosie we are éonnh get our .money." ;he got a'notice‘tbo, and she

o e : .

-

~.
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said, "Your:nane'g onlthe list! And i‘;aid,}we}i nou do'you believe
lyou're an indian? And‘she said, "weil T will just' have to say I knew

:1t all time; 1 beiieve,we wili-get our money.' Well, that money was

' what was naking‘her hurry, nd she said, "We gre gonna leave_here Tulsday.":
And. they got*ready to leave.‘ I told my. children, I said hNever before |
did she de!ide she could justenow afford to move." Well I justrﬁhswered'

‘ her. She really bélieved—it now. And I ‘just said to ‘em, T said, "Well

- ¢I am an Indian and I', proud of it, whether we ever got any money or not."

. But that's a11 some of 'em are 1ookin' for. They don't také it, that some
of 'en~wii1 never'realize‘that’they ever got it a tall. And as you say, ,
1 don't'think it :lasted some of 'em very long. Because I knou’we had a
-lady oyer here, Art\Whlger'a“wife. Her man, he wasn't no Indian,_ he 5u$t

S

anJIndian from over here in Arkansas. I think they had nine children. Her

husband ‘and ever otie of 'em, ever one

-

' them kids got $900 0o Well, he .

to come out there and he
[ a N

then, she got “it.

was on his death bed and so‘he asked an attor ;
just signed his $900.00 oyer to his wife. -At his dea
I said, "ﬁeit that wes one gbod-thing." ‘Because them kids wa'
and 1 don't suppose it lasted em a week. They all cone out and’some:o‘ ~
em had already bought a car on the strength of it. h ..' ‘:J

..
Y

FUNERAL cusmpms R

T { -
(ufs Carver do. you .remember any of the custOms and traditions that your

mother obserVed and practiced?) ? IR -
. Yes. . g . _ )

’(?hose'would'be interesting 'cause there was é?‘many of them and each

one is so different )

v . : T
Yes. ‘Around hére ,when we first come' here, it wad‘Very often th;t they.
calledcup an Indian dance. And very often whe some of their folks died-—
"course that was something that ‘I never will forget. -We had just moved
in that neighborhood and they found out ny mother was a good Christian

. lady, a good‘perspn to quilt, and things liKe that. So they got.us to

n \
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cook the mea\. for t:hem That was.a very funny thihg to me. Now that's‘

" the Quapaws. B t I don t think there was another tribe around here, that

4

4

A

,/#! ?

is the Wyandottes, and I don t think the Senecas and the other people do.
And I know that the’ Peorias and the Ottawas ‘do. But, you know some people

got killed in a wreck, .way down eouth of Miami I don t know /just exactly
v
where But, anyway, they got ‘killed in a--welL it was a hackg a team of

¢
A T,

\ horses., They was going to a big dangg,%mewhere down in that part of the-

\“country' I think five--there .was a«trat.inr-well I believe there's about
;ix /df em. The first. wagon, ﬁwell I just don t understand how they

cou d ju,sg drive right ins to it--the "train--after it wrecked' ‘the fir

two wagons in front of the hack why that--them others would drive on

tn, but they, did So, we took dne~-we11 way in.t/e/ night I heard my oo
mother up. I said "Mama agre ‘you up'Z" And s}ﬁe/said "Yes." 1 couldn' t
stay ih bed in such .a racKet. 'And T said "What is it”" She said, "Didn‘t
" you hea\r that noise?" Well, I raisedfmy head up off that bed and she said
“Them‘folke over there at .Hominy have been ki’].led.,“. Well they was dead.

She said, "Well, that's the/w/ythey do." That waé‘news' to 'us. That

was' just about four years after we ¢ome out here. W“ell,. I'11—<tell you

the awfullest thing was the next day. It was in February gnd snow was -

o

about that deep, and ice on. top of it, oh, it wag a Wad time to get out.:

They ser that table right near_ the foot of them gravea--lord, qthey was
\

just chOpped broken légs é’and all * They d:Ldn t take them to a hospital . ) ‘
Q . .' J

like they do now, nothing like that, which thel were India)n§ It "aé .

not our way. We all have vays'»of doin ‘ings like that. So, we fixed -

d.in}er. ‘It was -raining and pouring." Bow them peOple could sit there.’

"and“-not say a\‘nyithing, 'eourse I don't know what they did when it was _very

¢

hot weather. But ‘it was in the dead of winter and ice on everything, but p

that was the awfullest thing. Hell 1 just couldn t hardly carry that r

LY

- They didn t have bowls to put stuff in, you carried them in- the kettles

-

-
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_ that they were i:qoked im. I couldn't hardly c:arry“ them kettles out

cﬁere and put it 'down on the éround too. It was just spread down on

the ground (not clear) I thought that was the’ awfulilest thing. I told

‘ mama, 1 said "Why that's silly." And she said 'Weli that's their way--
let's don' t say nothin apout it." Well that was one little incident |
thga't wé saw. Well, then about two years after that we moved on olil Uncle
Jim Batt's plaée. And thgre was an orchard there and it haa been a

Cherokee Mission at one time and they had them pens built ardund their
. vt .

\,

gra\;es. Weil.., we took a boat down the river- and tied it out till spring.
Then, we took the boa_t' and tied it up and comes thesé old women and a

, man'.or two. And I don't know, “'cause I don't know anfrthing abou;: it,
‘cause I don"t'acf:omodate some of those Indians--so, théy .are carrying

off their feed--then I said,;:well, théy are taking that. fc'md back to

the graveyarfi there in that orchard place." And she said, "Well they /
gonna: feed that person that died." Well,’ that was a funny thing to me.
Now‘I ;jést wonder, in my mind, if they really have knowledge-- \
".(End of Side A) ‘ | : L. o
_ Interview ponﬁ.in\;es' on side B.
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~ a )

(Théy'hag adoptedjanother person when they were dead--I mean after
some person died then the family wodld adopt another person to take 't

his otace?) e o ;, ‘ o T

+

e - ~
(No.' I had never heard that before and‘I,think that. is most 1nteresting.yf
Well, did the Indians ga’ by signs,.doing things, building houses, planting

or harvesting?)

§ARLY‘DAY CUSTOMS HDUSING AND FOODS .

Oh yeah! (words not clear) WOuldn t do you no good and" in my mother s

life they didn t know nothing abdut housing Of course they made clap

l .

»

poard with shinglea. Buf majority of em--I :yinh she said when'they
t

-
first come from Ihdiana there.was aitall gras hat they cqvered their

: dry sheds with,and things like that Vith in order to have a dry place

to dry thelr corn or somethin like that. They tied it down W1th poles. ' -

4

. "Now that's amazing to me how that would turn water, buc‘I guess it did..
There was a‘tree_that the y called linn trees, they would peel the Bark

off them and cover their houses and tie¢ 'em down.wtth a pole. Buckskin

. LT e ¢ 2 ¢ . v
type. = - = Ce -
(What was the name of that tree?) °

' A Y
by . . .

Linn. (Linden tree is meant )‘E . - N

(Linn, well )

-

I have seen }em when you would have thought‘they would haye dred, but

’

.-they didnit bhppen to take the bark off when the sign wasin the heart
or it would have killed it. Because wheh you are skinning the batk off
a tree, you are going pretty close to the body of it, but I guess they

didn t, well, I don't suppose--I don't think that would be as big around

but what I could reach around it. (mot clear).
: - ¢

(Well they grew so fast they (not clear)--} ‘h
Now their gardens, they didn't have nd irish potatoes like we have fiox.,
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;fhey}had.whatithey call'poke potatoes. ‘ihat waa a botato; but the name:
. was ‘poke .root potato. ’ : -
‘(Poke root‘ootatoizuhat:uas it ldk/jé
Oh, something similar to 'a sweet potato when you first take it out of
the ground before the akin has got dark, kind<df a cream color. They
are about that long and about that big around They/are nice. All they .

have to cook on is a fireplace. Mama said she cooked on a fireplace
[ - '
| : »’

when she was about aixlyears old. 3 I

I(we].]-)- ‘ - : , ' . “ . . . I

)

. Well, they didn t grow anything but punkins, and the root potatoes and

beans and they had pork, that was about all they had to live on.
\

(Was thatlpole root potato--was that a native to that part of the country’)
. bWell 1 suppose it was, but 1 thi&h they said it came from Canada

. (Yeah. But you ve never 'seen it down thﬁs far south?)
l

I ain't seen it since we left Iﬁdiana, long years ago. But I saw it
growing there.‘ (much static on tape) - 'Course there 8 80 many things
that we never thought of using, ;. o
. ) ' VAR

] ' [ R |

.

(Oh yes. There 8 SO many things.)

-

~.Q_h; Yes.

(The Miamis never did use a wigwam or Indian tents?)

4

_ee_llﬂheyealeeXeamthey_did

(I had often wondered if they did ) - o o .
Right along the‘rivera._' '-_ ‘ . - ‘ -
(Yes. Along the rivers. y - - S .

-

‘I,said to tKem--1 said, "Why shoot--they ain't full -blooded Indiana
anymore. Because they are all different." I said, "If there‘;re{ they've
got the"vays of:the white peoplé tlll the~1ndians ways are just crowded
out, and they donft have Indian.ways anymore."‘ They never had stoves and

S f . .
everything to logk after the fire like we have today and .could go and

byy like we have now. Mama said her first stove she could remember, vas

.
¥
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from Michigan. It was a cap.stove. She was about fourteen years old
she had cooked on a fireplace ever since she was big Enough to know

'anythtng._ And she never, had a pair of shoes until Chrtétmas‘before they

»

.

got the new stove. Ali‘she knew was moccasins. .
(And they made their own clothes too didn't they?)
Oh yes. Yes we made our own clothes. They never kad no beds like we've

got now. All the,hogéeé'waé log houses. No houses like they do today SO

o héye floors in them. ‘ ‘
(W;}L they ;;d %b mgke'allrtﬁ;ir own furniture too?)
Yeah."And fé; years; they didn't have not&ing. ‘Spfead a wagon sheet, .

1 guegs, or a buffalo robe or something down on the ground and put some- '
thing--I don't know/sﬁat they used to put over that to put t;eir food cn
'except right on the.ground right by the fire. And that's where they slept.
They hidn't have beds iike they got now. Then I think she safd that there
was more white people come and crowdin' up ayainst em ahd they built log

bouaes, fireplace on each end and they. built em--Vell 1 expec: they just

hewed- it out of‘logs.hnd things--a bed in the corney and they used that

oo
L 4

fo: a long time.
(I ve often wondeted and thought about it--they did not look at their way,
of Ltfe as being hard times did they?) N

s
Oh, no. Ihey thought nothing about it.

(It was Just their ever day 11fe7) EENEN
LIVE AHONG MIAMI INDIANS AFTER LEAVING INDIANA

] y - < . ;
-N Mama said they come from Fort Wayne, they stopped there. They come

\ .

right along the river. And then come on down the ‘Monongahela River and
got in the place where the Wabash Honongahela river forks. And their
leader, they didn't call him a name, he was a man,ktheir leadex, G
don't remember just what his name was, but he vas a big man. He thought

this‘wohld be a good place for them to-rest awhile, make camp and maybe -
. . s 1’ B ) ., '.‘ 'A,
N : .

- & RN B
| o D %
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: teepees and things and they . didn t have no wagon sheets todput or hem'

injustices @oqé?¥~ - o
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stay there.awhile. So the white people crowded 'em out and the govern-

-~

méent said they would have to move. -So, ghe said, 'they did. She said. -

. they begin to’pull up their- poles and stuff and cut poles for theix

»

»

like they have now. They had hides and things that they had killed,
buffaloes and things like tha® She said now when rhey tell you that
the early life, the Indian's life was easy, she said it wasn't easy.

(Well it would have been much easier if they hadn't been crowded so

much too?) . - - o

Oh yes. < Lo
(The Indians of your people, they were influenced by the French, were
. ‘ , . e

they not?) <. 8
) )

Yes they were. Specially when you around ‘'em lots. After my_ mother and

W
¢
. L

father was martled--they was married two years .after the war, Civil Yar,

I3

they wasn't around 'em so much. And when they come here I would talk

with the Peorias. Now my mother's kind of peoﬁie, they talk long and
.- . ' ) . ' <
stow. And the Peorias talk/fast. (Static on tape here) but you‘couid

r
»

understand 'em just the same.

- IS '
(But having lived nearby them, it would just be natural that .she would
N . w

j. -—
marry there}& .

\

"

Oh yes. Now she wasn't very happy. But she sureihadilndianpways. (static

-

on tape) She died in '33. (not clear) I don't understand you, but you
- s
% by

can be a friend (not clear). Now my-sister is right now. (static). Oh
. 3

yes. Mama used to say the white man has/ruined the Indrans to be afraid‘J

-

~
of 'em, (igﬁe/I guess, they done them really dirty.- They ‘say they did.

I don't know. ) o

A <
4

(Well, the more I read about 'em, the--it eeemsflihe there was a- lot ofy

-8
/

Ayd mama said the first steel plow she ever seen--that always amazes me--

.
-
-

o

| e
- ‘ R o /
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But I never did see no oxen to 'em or korses hooked to 'em. The plow,

. LY - . [ -
1 saw, had a wooden S\‘;eq But I never did see one work. But I know

they did because th;y had "em on exhibition. That was what they broke
ground with. Bé%; you never seen full-blood Indians, years ago, that

s

had four or five hundred acres of ‘land like thgy.dd now. No. Just a

L] - ‘ !

few wacres. Just’ enough!to raise their food.
IN \ :

(That's all they wanted to fool with.) = - o J

- COMPARES EARLY DAY INDIAN LIFE WITH TODAY

,i said, "Well you can take a fullblood Indian--I know one.ain't any

different from the majority, fuilﬁloodsr-they want to be ¢lose to a

——

river. They like huntin’ and f&shin' and swimmin'. Now myfgrandsoﬁ

C et . T . { . ‘
. come from Washington, the-State -of Washipgton, I can't say the name.
| 4

‘;1Ahd<ﬁe said, "Graﬁdma,‘; am’2p miles frém the ocean." And he said
there was an Indian tf%ﬂé thére’in‘Waéhington that was called the -
knot‘alear) indianéi; And he said ever year they hg;e a roundup. And
he said you wou}d be su:priééd where éllﬂthem people/éome from. And

) .he said the town 1 live i; qbout‘6500. That'g not~the,main gig city,

that's around Walla Walla. Well,‘noﬁ’whaﬁ does.the main city look like?

L4
. A

Sixty five thousand' people is lots of people. (much static on tape) I
. don't believe 1'd like it. My grandsom-was ready to leave and my

daughter says, 'Mama how would you like to live there?" I said,‘I,don't

]

want to move to town. ' What would I do with my chickens?" Oh, I like to

-

throw rocks once in a while. I like to holler if I want to holler. If

1 lived in town I couldn't. She said, "I'm not gonna drive this ten
, , [

miles twice a day in the winter time. It's too rough. You know our ° N

A\

\ .
roads are not very good." I said, '"Well, I never asked you the I'm

« not about to leave here.'" (not CHga ) that might be true. And I -said,

"Well, 'Jeryy what did you want to sell your place for?" He couldn't-get

\ ‘ : .
a place for so long. He said, '"Well sure grandma, but this place needs

«
£ .
.
»
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| to be fixed’up; And'he ehid 1LWe nevet set down but whetfthe EEhlh ‘ .
"is surrounded by outsiders. lrttle kids." And he sai?, "I juet growvi \
'/tifEd al that."  (statit on tape) ”v. | |

(Well you have an‘ﬁtmosphere of peace and tranquility here that/you

r . . .- '.
Te don t have oveg there. ) ~ :

¥ - = )

~ Nog we haven't had much trouble over here like thOse people do'1 don t

.

guess., Seems like we have no need to .go over "there unless need for a '

¢

€y

doctor. 1 said to my daughter, we was talkin one evenin --my daughter
~ ;

from Washington. 1 said "Everything is so uncertain now. This trouhleA

-

that they're having, they can't %lame it on to ‘the Indians."

< ’ o

(No, they can t.)|
tIt muet be the whites. " . ; .
(It certeinly is.),‘ L “ | |
I heerqipyer ébe television What they said about Chicage,wthey seid it

hanN

L. ' « ] \
would have to be the outhide people come in 'stead the citizens of

£

Chicago. But I can't see what they get out of that.
(I dOn t either.: Not when we look back to--well when I was a small

child and yhen you were a child, something 1ike that was unheard of,

'.undreamed of‘) ‘

o~

I can remember- having rallies, Presidential rellies. My daddy was'a

Democrat and he was 'a great worker in the elections. Sometimes he

¢ i

went all over the.country. ‘ , o .
‘ 1

(No they never had any trouble in the older days of, like<they have now
days,.everbody’tried tooget along with each wther.) p
I don't know you ske if--but I can't remember such as this, riotin'

.

and ever thing on a President election or anything like that when John
- henneéy was killed. Seem like that just started everything. ] ‘

(That started it then.) ~— ‘

When thﬂz kids was here ancl we was talking about it and they say,‘ "Man:a

what you reckon what is the matter with those people?" And I said, "Well,

’ -
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I just don't know tnless they just hdppén to be smarter than anybody

. else in America, that's all I can tell you." Because they are educated.

>

(Yes they are highly educated people.)

They could put their‘educdﬁion to good use. For éli, I think that lots
é% that pro&igeé tha; they méde,;I don't believe I would want to make .
yo§<a promiéé like that because I couldn't fﬁlfif? fem. And at ?he time.
ﬁhey’wasla prémisin':it to-éhe people they kmnow they couldn't make it pasé.
(They kpow theyJCOuldn't do it, no.) . ' ‘

_That's all T know. : . o

(Uﬁ-fback in the older, ‘ays, were the Indian 1eaders,“the‘chiefs,

. were nhey elected ,of were they appointed?) %

prointed by the‘fribe.
. L & \ *

” + - .
" (Appoinsed by the tribe. I 'guess they.had to measure up to certain ’

qualifications of leaqFrship.) . _
- » 1 J‘»
I think they had five councilmen, they called them councilmen. And

[

think the tribe would -pick the best of 'em, I don't know wbéther théfldid
'or not. That's my opinion. I never did hear Mama gay, 'cqusé I listened.
She Said from Peru, Indiana, to Fort Wayne, Indiana, was about 55 miles.
And her and Grandma Nettle--I think I told Qou that the only way they

had to go was horseback. fhey wouia get up way Sefore daylight and make

that 55 miles and get .in in time for the council.

(ngi; My, that was a hard trip, going 55 milés.)

~Well, I s;id that is something you couldn't put on kids this day and fime.

AAndHall 1 said to her was 'Did you make it?" And she said, 'Oh, yes, and

’

sit close to Father's?side." &

\/ .
(Well, that was an important function in their lives too.)

Well, you see ‘her father was a chief and her being hig daughter, well,.

she had to be there. I don't suppose that was all the reason, just my

£

’ .
apinion. They didn't tell what the reason. Now he didn't haveé no
I . -
schooling.

4 ‘ 1’ .
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CHILDREN WOULD LISTEN TO ELDERS IN EARLY DAYS

‘(No, they didn't have any schooliné as they défﬁéﬁ, but they h&@l“
conimon seﬁse.) | b | : )
.Oh; yes and the& coyld sit down and liéten.‘.And you can't go in«-I'll
say I can't gd in hny of my six children's home and that they Qiilvsit ‘
. down and listen to me. I've gét one grand&aughter--ghi; one I told you
about, she's eleven;-well she‘wi}l say once in a while, "Gr;ndma, what

is your idea on so and so0?" 1 sai¥, "Oh, I don't kn;w. What.XOU want to
ask me for? I couldn;f tell you nothiﬁ; about this day and time." No.
But she said, ™You just know a lot of things about Ind;ans." Sh \said,

"When;you made a trip to Indians, if I saw any.wild Indians?" 1 told

her, "No," I said, "No wild Indians.”" 1 told her what Eula Godfrey had

<
’

said, that in a few years there was gonna be only'halg-breeds. And
. she said,  "Oh, what a shape. What'll thé Indians do then?“ And I

. said, "Weil, thé majority of 'em will be tickled to‘&eath; Because
the?’re forgettin'-all their Indian ways and don}t know anything." 1
talked with so@e'éebple--l r;meméér,their name was Grogan that Mama o
, haé‘spoke of. I know one of 'em was about~7the tall one and she'd
weigh about 150 ﬁéunﬂs; I told Nancy that she must be full of booze.

. . ~

She said, "No, Grandma,x} don{t‘think she is. I think §he just acts'like
she is drunk." (sentence not clear). Weli I thought that was terrﬁfle,
be;ng-caughtflikejthat. Itiwas‘amazin' to me that she woula act 1i§e
she was drunk., .Butwfhey didn't think she was, so I guesé sh; wasn't.
But they are goin'-farther and farther away--oh, there's a few that's
gonna stay with the way they was taught and'raised; but very,feQ. And
I told my sister, I said, "They didn't want school to start and I asked
her why. Yéu got ever advantage in the Qorld of acquiring a good education

[

and makin' sumpin' out of yourself, you are so far ahead of what I was

when I come here. We didn't have no schools to go to and”I come out of
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a city where they had good schdols." ' Well, you just don't know what . .

you will walk out of and walk into. -But my father was a person--1

don't know'whethgr he wante& to be rich or not and a poor man too, he
wQs a railroader. He worked for theVWabash;Railréad Company. I don't
know Qﬁat he meant--but my uncle;’s?me of Mama's Indianfbrothegé and
sisters--they'd generally borrow money just liyé common-everyday;-well,

I never did hear him say ;hat/part was - a lie--I don't like them people,
. \ )

*

you can't believe nothin' they say. -He believed in. finding out about

you after he heard you. Well,'that'§ the=w§y they did, because that's

/

the only way. We had a good home and Mama 50ld her home when we come

out here. Well after two years we didn't have a dime. However, on the
' )

farm, why you can save ﬁoney. ‘And then, you could buy a good cow for
N 4

$25.00 and you could get a good horse for $35.00, g good work horse.
Well, it didn't take long to spend what little dab we had after we got
here. (sentencer not clear) We never seen a blackjack tree till we

t
come here, and rocks like they are all over this country, you don't see

that in Indiana. ‘
(Well.)
You never see a rock there until you go someplace else. And the ground
there is all black dirt and (not clear). I don't know what else.
(Well, it'gﬂcertainly different from this country, isn't it?)
Oh, yes, very different. (not clear). fhey don't have opportunity to
pick up this other language.
(Thét's right.).
Now the way Ma?? was--(not clear).
(Well where a person is born and raised in that invironmegt, whether
they .be Indian or wgzte, well then, whatever is dominant thére is what
he is going to follow.)

.- : .

It is just like I used to tell our kids. If you are raised in a home

-
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where your father was-a. drunkard .you would have that carried on. If

ever child you had waq a boy they might be one out of that herd that .

7/

didn't pick it up, but the majority would pick it up, and that‘s the ‘way

_with our own language.
(Well I find that true. I know lots of Indian préaéhers. And it seems -
\_\ .
like invariably their children will follow along their way of living.)

Oh yeah.

(The boys will become preachers and the girls will be you? church

. & - . °
. workers.) - - . _—

Oh yes. Well they are good ones, becuase that's the way mama yas. She
worked in French Church in Indians,
(French. I don't know much about them at all.)

(senténce not clear. Too much static on tape.) .
o .

(They spoke French also?)

L4

‘Oh yes. Yes. (not clear), They would come after information from
mama for as that's\concerned (not clear)--and you didn't hear much

Indian spoke. They continued to use French.

GOVERNMENT MOVED THESE INDIANS BY CATTLE 'CARS AND BOATS

/
(Well did the Indians up there.own their individual lands, or was it a

tribal--1) ‘ : ‘ S

It was tribal. ° : ' ( : w

L 4

(Tribal reservation. 'That was befoére the government moved, them from

Indiana to Indian Territory.) . '
~ N\ ‘ : -,
Yes. .
i
(Well you had to move down here by wagon didn't you?)
. . . -

'em like cattle. From Kansas up

No. They come in cars and shipped
‘1*QE:3?St like cattle in cattle cars. It was terrible. Then they soid

the Indian land. Some bought it for 10¢ an acre, some got it for a

—
-~

package of tobacco or. a quart of whiskey. -
N . [ 4

(Well.) - * .
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GOVERNMENT MISTREATED THEM BaDLY -
L ] , \
Course that was a dirty way for the government to do them that ‘way.

?

(Yes it was, the government--)

They didn't want to leave their land. .

£

(No.)
Mama said they just picked up’a little handful of dirt and put it in a

tobacco sack and take that with 'em. And my grandfather was a cérpgnter

A} ' .

and the government took him with 'em to build théirghomesrfor them.

"7 (Well it's wrong to look back on those injustices, but it's just -human

nature to think about thét.)
Well, I'll tell you, the way the schools that's fixed for the Indian kids.
. They'don't compare thé“éarly life of the Indiam with what the Indian was —

going through and what the Indian had to put up with.

*

b~2 ) . ’
(That's right.)

<

And back there they could buy them a nice home and they can sell it and

get the mbney for it, the governmedt wouldn't take it awdy from 'em.

) (Right i ) ' . B ’ ? -~

)

The land that the government sold, they didn't get the money out of it, \

/ -
d w - }

(But that is all part of the growth and progress of the Nation we have

the government got it.

1.

to-say and we have to accept it, it can't be changed.)

v

During the f812 war if you rememﬁer'history, the Miami Indians was the

"

. greatest warriors-that they had.'

v

(1 redemb?r.)
Some of them old people, one or two was out here when we first come . °
here, that'is the Miami.’ oh boy, Mam# said: that old mapn, he'would just

. Y
., set and tglﬁ agout how tﬁey took a place and hgg they dqn; this-and that.
I don't know whethe;’t%e library 6§ér,ai Miami has a copy of the'Miami
;ﬁdian§ or ﬁot, 1 thi;k though"théi do. . _ ' ;
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(Surely,they,would have a cdpy I'm going to--I'll}look and see the‘ne#t
time I'm over there.) . .
1'd 1ike to get a copy of that. ‘

QUm hulr, I'd like to read that. ) ' . . .

RETURNS TO INDIANA FIRST TIME IN 65 YEARS - - - ;'“*‘r

“«

I ve often thought 1'd go, but when I was over in Indiana, but the man
that used to work for us and he was dead and I con%dn t find, we11 we
doh tlhave time, we go up Friday*evening and all night Friday night till
seven o'clock Saturday morning. Welh, by .the ,time we find whegre our sec-
retary lived and everythtng-end got a place to stay, why it was two o'clock
Saturday afterncon. Well, we had to have~a little rest before Sunday” at
noon or one o'cipck, and we Rad to leavelright at four o'clock. TI'll tell

you we didn't have much time to go anywhere and find out anything. Last

]

time I was there I did go out to the graveyard where my brother and sisters'
grave and that's the first time I'd. saw that grébeyard in 65 years. The
"howse was. still standing there where my uncle lived the Chief at that

time. (not clear) but folks, I think he had a son. His last wife was a

A Y

(sentence‘not clear). I didn't go back in '65. I would like to see it

but I begin to have arthritis in 1963 and it 1s about 1400 miles from Quapaw
to Indiana. And we'd drive hard to make that 1400 miles.

(About how many registered Miami Indians are there in Oklahoma? Do you have

- -

any idea?) ~
Well,'now there's a man over here at Miami that's Chief of the Western

Miami's and I gueeé--well, I think he estimated in the paper that there is

about 1200.

.

(By the way, Wwhat is you; Chief's~name?)

N

Well, I go with the.C.ief in Indiana. There's a Godfrey.

¢

(Godfrey.)

The main Chief was Jay Godfrey and it stayed the Godfrey name,

- -
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(Po éhey have a chief also in Oklahomd too?)
Well, there's one.
. (Who 1s he? Do you know?ﬁ
Let's sé; what-is his name? Oh, I §on't know whether--well I guess I
Aon't‘know. The only chief I remember when we first come here, oh, he's
béén d;ad quite ;dhile babk? Most of them live along the Neosho river.
+(Yes south of Miami on the Neosﬁo river. They would be Peoria's.)
'Yes. 7
{And all the‘buapawg‘l guess are around the town of Quaﬂéw. Mosé of them.) -
Oh yes. fhere's quité a few northeast up here, but not any to speak of.
Tbe-Quapa;s they come from Arkansas. . | )
(Is that right?)
. Yes. They come from Arkansas. They come from North A;kaﬂ%as;"I don't
knov,ithere'aretlndians in the south, but they look mone like the orig;naf
.Indian years ago, than the Indian of today. I guess it's because Ehgy
are-so mixed up. 1I've Qben full-bloods ‘in Indiana years ago (not clear).
(Where would the settlement of Seneca's be? Would thef be eloﬁg the--
or do they have a meeting place’) |
Yes. What was that place you was talking'aboutfdown—ehere7 ’ e E
(On south of the Wyandotte s?) -
.Yes. ' - ' | o NG
(Around Tu;key Pord?)- )

Yeah and on up to--I don*t know what's the name of that creek that it's

lon, but anyway it's Turkey Creek. They got a Church for the people. And

‘they got 8 place to haye their dances. Now I don't think it's been very
long back since they had their corn dance there. I guess then on south of

them (not clear).
&

-

(Well, there's a line through tpere‘tbat divides them. 1've been trying

to find out where the Deleware's srea is. Have you found that yet?)

Well, I don't know myself. It could be southwest of here.

T 4 b ey | )



(sentence not clear)--myjhusband was a

ﬁo do.all the things.

(End of Tape)

farmer and I never did get time -
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